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GALWAY COUNTY PPN
NEWSLETTER

Dear Galway County PPN Members,
Welcome to this edition of the Galway PPN Newsletter with its improved look.
This week we are delighted to report that the Secretariat has been back at work and are busy
thinking of ways to support community groups in County Galway.
We have listened to your wishes for training and are organizing ourselves based on this. We
have reported on the Training Needs Survey here.
We are also please to announce that your PPN representatives have begun attending Strategic
Policy Committee meetings held in the County Council. This engagement ensures that the
voice of the Community is represented in decision-making processes. Keep up to date with this
democratic process here.
Please stay in touch and share your feedback, news or events!

Galway County PPN held its first Secretariat meeting online.
On Tuesday 19 May 2020 the Secretariat held its first online meeting. Items
discussed included the PPN Budget, helping groups 'get back to work' post Covid-19
and ensuing a green and localized recovery Strategy.
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Department News
Funding and Supports from the Department during the COVID
19 pandemic
In addition to the measures which have been introduced by the Department of Rural and
Community Development for community and voluntary organisations, charities and social
enterprises, the Government has put in place a range of supports and guidance for businesses
impacted by COVID-19.
A downloadable guide to these supports and their eligibility criteria is available here.
Find out more about the Covid-19 'Restart Grant' for County Galway and apply here.
Further information about planned supports is available here (Community and voluntary
organisations, charities and social enterprises may find some of these supports and/or advice
useful).

Minister Ring confirms availability of
funding for TidyTowns Groups
Official Press Release (Wednesday, 20 May 2020)
Mr Michael Ring TD, Minister for Rural and Community Development, has
confirmed that funding which he allocated to support the TidyTowns groups
throughout the country this year will still be available to them, even though the
2020 SuperValu TidyTowns competition has had to be cancelled due to public

health considerations.

Funding allocated for Agricultural Shows
can be used in 2021 – Minister Ring
Official Press Release (Monday, 18 May 2020)
Mr Michael Ring TD, Minister for Rural and Community
Development, has confirmed again that funding which he
allocated to support the running of Agricultural Shows
throughout the country this year can be used in 2021 where
shows have to be cancelled due to the impact of the COVID-19
virus.
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Funding
Funding available for Child & Youth Participation
and Parental Participation through Tusla in
Galway.
Seed funding available for Child & Youth Participation and also
for Parental Participation through Tusla in Galway.
The purpose of the funding is to support Tusla funded agencies
and partner agencies in the community to do a
project/event/programme (etc.) with young people and parents
which will support and develop their participation in your
service.

SFI Discover Programme 2020 Funding Call Open
The Science Foundation Ireland (SFI) Discover Programme Call 2020 is a key part of the
SFI Education and Public Engagement activity. Its purpose is to stimulate and support
projects that extend activity and ability in engaging the public in Science, Technology,
Engineering and Maths (STEM).
Closing Date for Receipt of Applications: Wednesday 10th of June 2020 at 13.00 hours
(Irish time)
Details here

Movement for Good Awards 2020
Specialist insurer Ecclesiastical is again giving away over €1 million to charities
registered in Ireland and the UK with the return of its Movement for Good awards. This
year 500 more charities will each receive over €1,000 / €1,120 during the first phase of
the campaign.
Details here
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Transformative Action Award, 2020accepting applications
The European sustainability award, is
given to a city, region or civil society
organisation, which implements the 15
pathways outlined in the Basque
Declaration to bring about the sociocultural, socio-economic,
and technological transformation of
their community .
The actions taken are local or regional
contributions to the implementation of
the Sustainable Development Goals and
the Paris Climate Agreement.
More info here

Innovate Together Fund- Deadine approaching
The Social Innovation Fund Ireland launched their ‘Innovate
Together’ Fund on 13th May.

The Fund starts as a €5 million Fund, with a focus on supporting
innovative responses to the Covid-19 crisis . ‘Innovate Together’ is
a collaboration between Government, philanthropists and social
innovations.
The first round application deadline is 5pm, Wednesday 27th May .
More information here.
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Whats Going on?
GAA Legends on Call
Is there someone cocooning or isolating in your community who
would love to get a call from a GAA Legend?
Paul Byrnes, former Executive Editor of GAA with RTE Sport and a native of Oranmore
has come up with an initiative to make a difference in a joint initiative for Galway City
and County: GALWAY GAA LEGENDS ‘ON CALL’ DURING COVID-19 CRISIS.
Read more here.

Tea At 3
Join the neighbourhood network every Saturday at 3pm for some Tea!

Tea-At-3 - a national weekly event that invites you to (appropriately!) checkin with your neighbours at 3 pm every Saturday.
Tea-At-3 is a physically distant activity that takes place from your doorstep,
in separate gardens, over the phone or across a video call!
Register for FREE Tea-At-3 resources here
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The Wheel Virtual Summit 2020
Wednesday 27 May, 09:30 -11:30
What does the future holds for the sector — and
what we can collectively do to shape that future?
Join the Virtual Summit to discuss the current
situation, the challenges facing our work, and what
we can do to shape future policy and embed
community values in any imminent change.
This is your opportunity to help shape that change.
Register here

NEW ONLINE FOUNDATION PROGRAMME FOR WORKING IN
RESIDENTIAL SERVICES DURING COVID-19
COVID-19 has brought extensive challenges to all of us, not least ensuring that
staff cover is provided in service areas that remain open and ensuring that staff
are well informed working in areas possibly unfamiliar to them.
The Open Training College now offer a 12-module Foundation ONLINE
Programme to people working in Residential Services.
Full details here.
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Carmichael Podcast Series
Episode 15: Michael Wickham Moriarty gives
insights to Trócaire’s award winning
governance culture

Michael gives us an insight into Trócaire's
award winning governance culture and talks
about how Trócaire is coping with Covid-19.
Listen here.
Episode 16: Coping with Covid-19 - The
challenge for small charities as they
provide much needed service s

We speak with 3 small charities, Look Good
Feel Better, FirstLight and Huntington's
Disease Association of Ireland about their
Covid-19 challenges and how they are
responding. Listen here.
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Burren in Bloom 2020
Burren in Bloom 2020 is a virtual
celebration of the wonderful wildlife of the
Burren as it emerges into its full seasonal
glory of orchids and gentians, bumblebees
and butterflies.
Events include online talks, discussions,
videos, quiz and workshops.
See the full list of events here and register
here.

Story writing competition

‘Stories from the Waterside’ /
‘Scéalta Ó Thaobh An Uisce’
Deadline for entries Sunday 31 May
2020
Full details here.
For queries,
contact: cruane@lawaters.ie
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Consultations
Public Consultation on the Significant Water Management
Issues for the third cycle River Basin Management Plan for
Ireland 2022-2027
Deadline: Friday, June 26, 2020 (Opened 20 Dec 2019)
Have your say here

Proposals sought by the Just Transition
Process for the Midland Region as peat
production and power generation ends.
As part of the Just Transition project, the EU Start Engagement
Process is collating proposals for projects which can assist a
positive transition from peat harvesting and power generation
in affected communities and related groups in the wider
Midland Region (including East Galway).
This link takes you to guidance which explains how community
based organisations can make proposals.
Please note that registering projects through this Engagement
Process, is the first stage in applying for funds from the Just
Transition Fund. Project proposal forms for completion are
available on: midlandsireland.ie.
Completed forms should be submitted by Friday 12th June,
following the guidance provided. Questions scan be sent to:
JustTransition@mrtt.ie by Tuesday, June 2nd.
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Additional Resources
New Resource available for those those
living with long-term health conditions
during Coronavirus (Covid-19)
People living with long-term health conditions may be more at
risk of serious illness if they get coronavirus and need to take
extra care to protect themselves.
Community Health Care West have published a useful leaflet.
Read here: Minding your long-term health condition during
coronavirus (COVID-19)

Resource available to help with implementation of the Charities
Governance Code
Carmichael published a new guidance document: ‘Resources available to help
with implementation of the Charities Governance Code’.

PPE Guide for Kids - A Narrated Guide on Masks and PPE at the
GP and in Public
Children with disabilities may be scared or anxious when they see people wearing
masks in public. This video, narrated by a wonderful young boy will help explain
all about masks.

Please stay in contact with us- we are here to support and connect.
Tag us on social media @GalwayCoPPN or forward on resources, and info to
update the network.
Contact: Charlotte May, cmay@galwaycoco.ie, Tel: 091 509130
Click here to see your PPN Representatives

