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Galway County PPN would like
to wish all our members a very
Merry Christmas and a Happy
and Healthy New Year!
This year has been particularly
hard on community groups and
we would like to applaud your
resilience and courage
throughout this time. 

  

Keep Well during Covid-19

information booklet Launch.

Galway County Council in

partnership with the HSE have

launched an information booklet

with advice and guidance for

older adults on Staying Active,

Staying Connected, Switching

Off, Eating Well and Minding

your Mood during this time!

Read here.

As Gaeilge. 

5 ways to Well Being

Workshops. 

Coming up in January, we

have ‘Five Ways to

Wellbeing’- Promoting

Positive Mental Health in

Community Groups

workshops in partnership

with GRETB and Mental

Health Ireland. To sign up

please see poster below. 

PPN NEWS

Celebrating International Day of

Persons with Disabilities! 3.12.2020

https://www.galwaycountyppn.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Minding-your-Wellbeing-During-Covid19-Brochure-FINAL-PRINT_compressed-1.pdf
https://www.galwaycountyppn.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Keep-Well-Booklet-GAEILGE_compressed-3.pdf
https://www.galwaycountyppn.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Keep-Well-Booklet-GAEILGE_compressed-3.pdf


Galway County PPN launch the Keep Well
Christmas Grant Scheme 2020

In November the Galway County PPN launched its Christmas Grants Scheme.
The initiative supports the national ‘Keep Well’, campaign aimed at helping
Ireland mind its physical and mental health over the Winter months.

Groups were asked to submit applications to carry out projects that will benefit

groups and individuals in the community (in line with the current health and

safety guidelines).

The Grant scheme proved popular with over 150 applications received. Projects

were chosen on their potential to reach out to everyone, spread positivity this

Christmas and help everyone stay connected.

One example of a project funded under the Scheme was ran by Forbairt Pobail

Mhaigh Cuilinn on 4 December. The project included a Community Christmas

Tree lighting ceremony in the heart of the village with carol singers and a social

distanced- Santa experience with a small gift for all children.

PPN Member Groups were encouraged to help communities keep well while

continuing to stay apart over the Christmas period, which will be unlike any

other. Under the Scheme County Galway PPN invited community, voluntary

groups to find ways to support everyone to discover new activities and routines

that will do us good during the festive season.

PPN Secretariat Member Vincent Lyons (right) attends the Community

Christmas event in Moycullen organised by Forbairt Pobail Mhaigh

Cuilinn. The event was organised by Ándrea Tighe, Oifigeach Pleanála

Teanga (below).



PPN Handbook Out Now!

This Handbook was written following consultations to

review the original Public Participation Networks

User Guide , which was last updated in May 2017.

The Handbook gives guidance, support and, where

necessary, clarity, for everyone involved with, or

interested in, the PPNs. It also sets out the best

practice now in place across PPNs in all 31 Local

Authority areas.

As the PPNs continue to grow and change with the

needs of their Member Groups and communities, the

Handbook will also change with those needs. And so,

the Handbook will be reviewed and updated regularly.

Read the handbook here. 

Healthy Galway 21 Day Walking Challenge

Healthy Galway is challenging you to increase your daily step

count and walking minutes as part of the Keep Well Campaign.

During this time, it is important for us to keep physically active

and to take time out of our day to enjoy a walk. Healthy Galway

can support you with a pedometer to help you count your steps

and this leaflet to help keep track of your progress.  You can

download the planner from the PPN Website or we would be

happy to post the planner to you along with a pedometer while

stocks last.  For more information contact

amcbride@galwaycoco.ie

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/9db5e3-ppn-handbook/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/9db5e3-ppn-handbook/




This year there were three outstanding winners in the Environmental and Animal

Care Category. One of the those brilliant and well-deserving winners was PPN

member Frank Glynn, Milltown Tidy Towns; Milltown Heritage Group; and

Milltown Development Company, Galway. We are delighted for Frank and

congratulate him on this wonderful achievement. 

Frank established a Tidy Towns Group in Milltown almost 60 years ago and under

his direction and hard work the group have had many successes in the National Tidy

Towns Competitions. As a founding member of the Tidy Towns Group he also set up

a Heritage Group in Milltown and has been involved in the establishment of a local

museum, undertaking an audit of the heritage resources of the village and its

hinterland, completing an award winning river walk, working in partnership with

various groups including anglers, farmers, NGOs and government bodies. He was

also instrumental in establishing and setting up a heritage website for Milltown (in

partnership with National Museum of Ireland and Galway County Council).

Volunteer Ireland Awards

For 20 years Frank Glynn was the only person in

Milltown with a film camera. Throughout the

1960s and 1970s he recorded the business, social

and cultural life of this Irish village. In 2020 Frank

is digitising the footage and it is hoped to put on a

screening to show the community his treasure trove

of moving images. 

Frank’s energy, drive and determination is an

inspiration to all who have the pleasure to know

and work with him. The above is merely a very

small insight into all the voluntary work that Frank

has done for nearly 60 years.

Other winners in this category were Julie Boulton, National Homechecks for Rescues

Ireland, Laois and Shay Hamilton, Athlone Tidy Towns and Athlone Canal

Regeneration Group, Westmeath. Congratulations to both. 

See all winners here. 

https://www.volunteer.ie/events/vi-awards/
https://www.volunteer.ie/events/vi-awards/


Home Fire Safety Pack

    Galway Fire and Rescue Service have produced a Home Fire Safety Pack which

includes simple information to help you keep your home and family safe. The pack

includes a simple fire safety checklist for you to complete. So far this year we have

distributed almost 2200 safety packs. Don’t Delay Do your Home Fire Safety Check

Today.

If you would like a copy of our Home Fire Safety Pack, please contact your nearest fire

station or e-mail GFRSPIP@galwaycoco.ie   or   fireservices@galwaycoco.ie

Online Home Fire Safety Checklist

     Galway Fire and Rescue Service are currently finalising an Online Home Fire Safety

Checklist which we hope will be available from early January 2021. This simple

checklist will help you to rate the fire safety risk in your home and identify key areas

for improvement. The new checklist will help us to identify homes with a higher risk so

that we can monitor that risk and if necessary, offer a Fire Service Home Fire Safety

Visit and fit smoke detectors where appropriate.

Christmas Fire Risk

     Despite the pandemic, hopefully Christmas will be a busy and happy time for

families. With increased use of dwellings, additional occupants and festive decorations,

the fire risk unfortunately also increases so we need to be extra vigilant.  Remember to

do a nightly inspection before going to bed and ensure that all doors are closed.

The obvious dangers are: Christmas trees and lights (use in accordance with the

manufacturer’s instructions), Candles, Open fires, Electrical appliances and phone

chargers, Overloaded sockets, Remote controls pushed down the sides of armchairs,

Cooking appliances left unattended, Smoking and cigarettes. 

Fire Safety at Christmas
Galway Fire and Rescue Service Preventing – Protecting - Responding

     Every year between 40 and 50 people die in fires in Ireland – predominantly fires in

the home. At best a fire in the home is very disruptive and costly, but at worst it can

easily lead to loss of life. Unfortunately, we have already had one fire fatality in

Galway this year and simply put - one is too much. A small investment in time now as

we enter the busy Christmas period can protect you and your family and could be the

best investment you will ever make!

Article by Paul Duffy Senior Assistant Chief Fire Officer



11 December at 10am - Age Friendly Alliance Meeting 

15th December at 2.30pm - Housing Linkage Group

meeting

17th December at 10am - Transport & Infrastructure

Strategic Policy Committee

7th January 2021 at 7pm - Intercultural Forum Committee

meeting

11th January 2021 at 3pm - Galway Disability Forum

meeting

UPCOMING MEETINGS



Arts and Culture Recovery Taskforce Report published. Read

report here (17.11.2020)

NEWS FROM THE DEPARTMENT(S)

Minister O’Brien publishes the Dormant Accounts Action Plan

2021. €51 million in funding to help address disadvantage. View

Press Release here. (12.11.2020)

Minister Martin announces funding of €896,000 under Music

Industry Stimulus Package. Read Press Release here.

(23.11.2020)

Tionóltar cruinniú de chuid Fhoras Teanga na Comhairle

Aireachta Thuaidh Theas. Preasráitis Anseo. (27.11.2020)

Minister Martin calls on EU Ministers for Culture to support

Europe wide concerts to mark re-opening of live performance.

Read Press Release. (01.12.2020)

Minister Martin welcomes the establishment of Recovery

Oversight Group. Read Press Release. (03.12.2020)

Minister Humphreys Opens Ireland’s Second National Social

Enterprise Conference. View Press Release here. (19.11.2020)

Minister O’Brien launches Public Participation Network 2019

Annual Report. Read Press Release here. (19.11.2020)

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/4769e-arts-and-culture-recovery-taskforce-report-published/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/5daa0-minister-obrien-publishes-the-dormant-accounts-action-plan-2021/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/459bb-minister-martin-announces-funding-of-896000-under-music-industry-stimulus-package-184-acts-to-record-singles-eps-and-albums-with-support-from-this-funding-announcement/
https://www.gov.ie/ga/preasraitis/76e85-tionoltar-cruinniu-de-chuid-fhoras-teanga-na-comhairle-aireachta-thuaidh-theas/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/1fd2a-minister-martin-calls-on-eu-ministers-for-culture-to-support-europe-wide-concerts-to-mark-re-opening-of-live-performance/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/dd19b-minister-martin-welcomes-the-establishment-of-recovery-oversight-group-for-the-tourism-sector/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/259ee-minister-humphreys-opens-irelands-second-national-social-enterprise-conference/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/56b35-minister-obrien-launches-public-participation-network-2019-annual-report/


Minister Humphreys announces €340,000 in funding for Meals

on Wheels Services under the CLÁR 2020 Programme. Read

Press Release here. (20.11.2020)

Minister O’Brien announces an additional €3.55 million

extension to the Community Services Programme Support

Fund. Read Press Release here. (27.11.2020)

Ministers launch €40m sports grant scheme for 2021. Read

Press Release here. (30.11.2020)

Minister of State Noonan, Minister Martin and Minister of State

Chambers collaborate to announce additional supports for Irish

language restoration works on traditional shopfronts. Read Press

Release here. (27.11.2020)

Ireland signs the Toledo Declaration on Social Enterprise.

Read Press Release. (04.12.2020)

Minister O’Brien launches first National Volunteering Strategy

2021-2025. Read Press Release. (04.12.2020)

Ministers Humphreys and O’Brien announce €1.7m COVID-19

supports for community and voluntary groups. Read Press

Release. (07.12.2020)

€1.5 million available for heritage-led regeneration of towns in

2021. Read Press Release here. (03.12.2020)

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/5fdb3-minister-humphreys-announces-340000-in-funding-for-meals-on-wheels-services-under-the-clar/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/5fdb3-minister-humphreys-announces-340000-in-funding-for-meals-on-wheels-services-under-the-clar/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/3f0a8-minister-obrien-announces-an-additional-355-million-extension-to-the-community-services-programme-support-fund/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/0bc7e-ministers-launch-40m-sports-grant-scheme-for-2021/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/be649-historic-structures-fund/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/5323b-ireland-signs-the-toledo-declaration-on-social-enterprise/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/93402-minister-obrien-launches-first-national-volunteering-strategy-2021-2025/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/38b47-ministers-humphreys-and-obrien-announce-17m-covid-19-supports-for-community-and-voluntary-groups/
https://www.housing.gov.ie/heritage/built-heritage/eu15-million-available-heritage-led-regeneration-towns-2021


FUNDING / SCHEMES

The Royal Irish Academy. R.J. Hunter Research Bursary

Scheme now open to applications for amounts up to maximum

of €2,500 for research on aspects of Ulster History during the

period 1500-1800. Find out more here. 

Sports Capital Programme now open for applications.

Community Water Development Fund 2021.

The Sports Capital Programme (SCP) is operated by the

Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and

Media and provides grants to assist in the development or

refurbishment of sports facilities and the provision of sports

equipment. It is part funded from the proceeds of the National

Lottery. The 2020 Round of the Programme will be open for

applications from 9am on Friday 11 December 2020 until 5pm

on Friday 12th February 2021. The deadline for registration is

5pm on Monday 1st February 2021. See here for more info. 

LAWPRO launched its Community Water Development Fund

2021 on Saturday 28 November at the annual seminar of the

Irish River Trusts and Catchment Community Groups –

Communities Caring for Water. Demand for this fund has

increased year on year since its inception in 2018 and it is

exciting to announce that the fund has been increased to

€360,000 in 2021, up from €225,000 in 2020. See more here. 

https://www.ria.ie/grants-and-awards/rj-hunter-research-bursary-scheme
https://www.ria.ie/grants-and-awards/rj-hunter-research-bursary-scheme
https://www.sportscapitalprogramme.ie/
https://www.sportscapitalprogramme.ie/
http://watersandcommunities.ie/community-water-development-fund/?fbclid=IwAR3hqIzHA48_1VEQULSfHXpf03hxEChcJyS-2wB0F6dXUVbILRpjd1Nrz-c
http://watersandcommunities.ie/community-water-development-fund/?fbclid=IwAR3hqIzHA48_1VEQULSfHXpf03hxEChcJyS-2wB0F6dXUVbILRpjd1Nrz-c


TRAINING

Best practice using Zoom to host and run meetings – Online

(10am to 12.00pm – Thurs, 21st Jan 2021) 

This online course is for anyone needing to get a better

understanding of how to run and attend meetings using Zoom.

Session delivered via Zoom. Fee for non-profits = €70. See here.

Using Social Media to promote your work – Beginners Online

Course (10am to 12.00pm – Thurs, 11th Feb 2021) 

This online course will include an introduction to Facebook, Twitter

and Instagram as well as tips and advice on how to use each platform

to communicate different messages to various audiences. Participants

will have a better understanding of how each social media platform

is used, and what it is best used for. Session delivered via Zoom. Fee

for non-profits = €70.  See here. 

Online Chair Training

This training will be delivered by governance expert Dorothy Dalton.

This full-day course (split over two half-days) is the perfect training

to either prepare a prospective Chair for their role, or as a refresher

course for an existing Chair looking to develop their role further.

This course will run from 10am - 2pm on 28th January and 10am -

12.30pm on 29th January. This course costs €162 pp. Register here. 

https://www.carmichaelireland.ie/courses/best-practice-using-zoom-to-host-and-run-meetings-online-course-21-01-2021/
https://www.carmichaelireland.ie/courses/using-social-media-to-promote-your-work/
https://www.carmichaelireland.ie/courses/using-social-media-to-promote-your-work/
https://www.carmichaelireland.ie/courses/using-social-media-to-promote-your-work/
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/boardmatch-online-chair-training-tickets-128637244461
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/boardmatch-online-chair-training-tickets-128637244461


JOB OPPORTUNITIES

CBM Ireland: EU Project Intern

CBM Ireland is recruiting an EU Project Intern for an EU Aid

Volunteer project. The EU Project Intern will be closely supported

by the EU Project Manager and EU Project Coordinator during this

internship. See here.

Trócaire: Membership - Equality, Diversity & Inclusion

Advisory Group

Trócaire is establishing an external advisory group on Equality,

Diversity & Inclusion to help us to continue to make progress in

vital areas. We welcome expressions of interest from people of any

race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, age (18+), physical

ability, religion, level of education etc. See here. 

Volunteering Roles

Nurture Africa: Virtual Volunteering Opportunities

We are seeking students from education and healthcare disciplines

and students competent in the use of MS Office to volunteer online

with relevant staff members and Vocational Youth students in

Uganda for the purpose of skills sharing and ongoing staff

development. See here.

https://www.activelink.ie/community-exchange/volunteering/78564-cbm-ireland-eu-project-intern
https://www.activelink.ie/community-exchange/volunteering/78732-trocaire-membership-equality-diversity-inclusion-advisory-group
https://www.activelink.ie/community-exchange/volunteering/78732-trocaire-membership-equality-diversity-inclusion-advisory-group
https://www.activelink.ie/community-exchange/volunteering/78145-nurture-africa-virtual-volunteering-opportunities


Paid Positions

Galway Simon Community: Housing Support Officer x 2

We are currently recruiting for the following positions: Housing

Support Officer (Women’s Residential and Women & Family

Service), 1 Year Fixed-Term Contract | Full-time Position &

Housing Support Officer (Youth Service), 1 Year Fixed-Term

Contract | Part-time Position (31.5hrs).

See Here

COPE Galway: Project Worker (Part-Time) – Osterley Lodge

COPE Galway Osterley Lodge is provided to meet the needs of

single homeless women in Galway. A staff team carry out the day-

to-day running of the service; as a member of this staff team, the

post holder will ensure provision of a high standard of

accommodation and services for its clients.

See Here.

Galway Traveller Movement: Education Project Worker

Galway Traveller Movement works to level the playing field and

advocate for equality and inclusion in primary, secondary, further,

and higher education for members of the Traveller Community. We

wish to recruit a fulltime education project worker for 35 hours per

week. This education project worker will be employed for 1 year and

may be extended subject to funding.

See here. 

https://www.activelink.ie/vacancies/community/78707-galway-simon-community-housing-support-officer-x-2
https://www.activelink.ie/vacancies/community/78729-cope-galway-project-worker-part-time-osterley-lodge
https://www.activelink.ie/vacancies/community/78860-galway-traveller-movement-education-project-worker
https://www.activelink.ie/vacancies/community/78860-galway-traveller-movement-education-project-worker


A Festival of Christmas Kindness...
This Zoom event runs throughout December and is completely
free. With over 45 activities and events taking place there is
something for everyone. The aim is to spread some festive cheer
to people who may be feeling alone or isolated either at home or
in residential care settings. See here. 

Community Sports Loans for Sports Capital Applicants - Information

Evening.

Practical advice on how to use loan finance effectively to maximise your grant,

Top tips on applying for a Clann Credo Community Sports Loan, An

introduction to your local Clann Credo representative, Advice from clubs who

have combined grants and loans to develop their facilities in the past.

The information evening will take place online on 13th January 2021 from 7:30

– 9:00 pm

You can register for this event HERE.

EVENTS

3rd Annual Citizen Engagement and Deliberative Democracy Festival.

How is democracy changing? How can citizens participate in this change?

The global COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted societal and policy

challenges amid uncertainty. People need solutions that go beyond business-

as-usual policy.Open to all, the Citizen Engagement and Deliberative

Democracy Festival is the chance for people of diverse backgrounds to

gather and tackle some of the pressing issues of our time.

Register here. 

https://www.workitout.info/
https://www.workitout.info/
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/community-sports-loans-for-sports-capital-applicants-information-evening-tickets-130789237129
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/community-sports-loans-for-sports-capital-applicants-information-evening-tickets-130789237129
https://academy.europa.eu/local/euacademy/pages/course/overview.php?id=124
https://academy.europa.eu/local/euacademy/pages/course/overview.php?id=124


Well done to Cope
Galway

Meals4Health on
winning  2020’s

Social Enterprise of
the Year at the
charity impact

awards !  



Journeys in Words - From
Galway to Dublin Online

Book Club.
This book club will shine a
spotlight on the work of two
contrasting iconic Irish writers of
the 20th c: Maeve Brennan &
Liam O'Flaherty.

See here for more info. 

Ballinasloe Europe
Direct Library now
open for a quick

browse and collection.Tue - Sat  11 - 1  &  2 - 5
See here. 

The Annaghdown Heritage

Society newsletter is out

now!

The Winter 2020 newsletter

can be viewed or

downloaded here.  

Calling all amateur
photographers!

Burren Lowlands Photo
Competition. 

1st Prize (*2) - €100 
4 runners up - €50 each
For more info see here. 

First Fortnight Festival 

January 2021

First Fortnight is a charity that

challenges mental health

prejudice through arts and

cultural action.

Get involved here.

Galway Autism Partnership

(GAP) is partnering with the

14th Venture Scout group to

form an autism-friendly scout

group for young people ages 12

- 15 years.  Get in touch with

Aisling on 091 5888 99.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/journeys-in-words-from-galway-to-dublin-online-book-club-tickets-131190910545?aff=ebdssbeac&keep_tld=1
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/journeys-in-words-from-galway-to-dublin-online-book-club-tickets-131190910545?aff=ebdssbeac&keep_tld=1
https://www.facebook.com/BallinasloeEDIC
https://www.facebook.com/BallinasloeEDIC
http://annaghdownheritage.ie/newsletter7/
http://annaghdownheritage.ie/newsletter7/
https://share.hsforms.com/1M5xa-l_UQX2PtVJFwdbGOA3vtxq
https://share.hsforms.com/1M5xa-l_UQX2PtVJFwdbGOA3vtxq
https://www.firstfortnight.ie/


Galway County Council COVID-19 Community Call Helpline

Telephone: 1800 928 894 (freephone)

                    091  509 390 (landline)

Email:  covidsupport@galwaycoco.ie

Our helpline will be open from 9am - 5pm everyday. (including weekends)

Outside of these times please leave a voicemail and we will get back to you.

Are you prepared for the winter months ahead? 

To ensure you and your family are protected from the

risks posed by the season, visit winterready.ie or see

#BeWinterReady

SUPPORTS

Keep Active

Stay Connected

Eat Well Switching Off

Managing Your Mood

https://www.winterready.ie/en
http://www.galway.ie/en/services/communityenterpriseeconomicdevelopment/C19Wellbeing/KeepingActive/
http://www.galway.ie/en/services/communityenterpriseeconomicdevelopment/C19Wellbeing/KeepingInContact/
http://www.galway.ie/en/services/communityenterpriseeconomicdevelopment/C19Wellbeing/EatingWell/
http://www.galway.ie/en/services/communityenterpriseeconomicdevelopment/C19Wellbeing/SwitchingOff/
http://www.galway.ie/en/services/communityenterpriseeconomicdevelopment/C19Wellbeing/ManagingYourMood/



