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Reporting Template

For Galway County PPN Community Representatives on various bodies/committees
	Representative's Name 
	Cathy McGrath 

Marcella Conneely  

	Name of committee from which the Rep is reporting


	County Galway Housing Strategic Policy Committee 

	Date of meeting


	03 February 2021


	Key issues discussed
	1. Full Schedule of Agenda items for 2021 (see separate doc)

2. Vacant Homes/Leasing Update.

3. Capital Update 

4. Retrofit Programme Update 

5. Control of Horses Bye-Laws

6. AOB 

Key updates: 
· Galway City & County Taskforce was discussed. There is currently no date for the quarterly taskforce meetings, it may be restructured. People are encouraged to submit their recommendations for this taskforce.
· Assessment of Grant award v current construction costs discussed –   If there is a grant allocated, the monies must only be spent on what the engineer notes to be appropriate for the work required.   
· Regarding Social Housing Applications & Allocations the areas of choice are to be reviewed this year.  

· Midland Energy Efficiency Retrofit Pilot Programme (see separate presentation): The benefits of the scheme must be explained and outlined clearly – the system is fixed and must not be adjusted by the tenant. There’s a recognition that a lot of correspondence has been received by the council from those who are reluctant to move to the system. The council is working with NUGI, who are doing a health survey of those houses benefiting from the pilot. They’re monitoring the quality throughout the year.   


	
	· Control of Horses draft Bye Laws (see separate presentation): There

· was a significant amount of time spent discussing these proposed Bye Laws. There’s a lot of concern raised about the welfare of the animals and the risks to road users alike. The distinction in duties between the local authorities and the department was discussed. Suggestions including eg exclusion zones, fencing of lands, while valid in theory, present other challenges. Its not an easy topic.

· Housing Build update (see separate presentation). 

· Homelessness strategy discussed. Currently the council are in their cold weather response. Rental property has proven a good success and great engagement with homeless social work in the council was recognised.



	Key Decisions Made
	 Control of Horses draft Bye Laws to be circulated with another meeting possibly to be held before April SPC. 

	Action(s) required from Galway County Public Participation Network for next meeting
	Worth reviewing the presentations delivered and raising any queries arising to your Reps. 

Control of Horses draft Bye Laws pending. Any comments and feedback should be made to the Social Inclusion Reps through the PPN Coordinator.  

	Date of Next Meeting
	Wednesday 07 April 2021 


2

