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Town and Village Renewal Scheme 
STREETSCAPE ENHANCEMENT MEASURE 2021
Guidelines
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PLEASE READ THESE TERMS AND CONDITIONS CAREFULLY BEFORE COMPLETING THE APPLICATION FORM.

1. Introduction

Our Rural Future is the Government’s five-year strategy to revitalise rural Ireland and includes a commitment to upgrade and enhance shopfronts and street facades in our rural towns and villages.   This activity will be funded by the Department of Rural & Community Development (DRCD) through this Streetscape Enhancement Measure for 2021. This is an additional Measure introduced as part of the Town & Village Renewal Scheme and €7 million is being made available under this Measure in 2021 with a total allocation to Galway County Council of €320,000.  

Improving the visual appearance of our urban streetscapes increases pride and confidence in our towns and villages, making them more attractive places to live, work and do business. 
This Measure will support activity such as painting (including murals), signage replacement, shopfront improvement, lighting, and canopies. 

2. Who is eligible to apply?

Galway County Council has selected 6 towns for inclusion in the Streetscape Enhancement Measure 2021 as follows: 
· Ballygar
· Glenamaddy 
· Headford 
· Loughrea 
· Oranmore
· Oughterard 

As the objective of this Measure is to improve the character and appearance of town/village centres, Galway County Council has selected a scheme boundary area for each of the 6 towns and these will be the priority areas for selecting premises for improvement/painting works.  
Eligible applicants are tenants or owners of commercial, residential or unoccupied buildings in the town/village centres locations as defined in the scheme boundary maps for each area.  Any applications received for premises outside of these priority areas will be assessed on a case-by-case basis.  

Note: Tenants must submit written consent from the owner premises for the specified works. 




3. What works are eligible?
[bookmark: _Hlk517335751]
Eligible works for individual premises include painting, signage replacement, shopfront improvement, scaffolding, materials, lighting and planting, subject to the maximum limits for each type of work as set out in the table below: 

Where works are undertaken without the prior written approval of GCC, a grant will not be awarded to the applicant, the grant must be approved in advance of works. 

It should be noted however, in order to maximise the impact of the scheme and given the tight timeframes that are involved, it will only be possible to support works such as painting, decluttering and other works that will not require planning permission and/or where necessary permissions are in place.  Owners and occupiers of building are encouraged to undertake full façade applications, i.e. painting/improvement of buildings to include entire shopfront at ground floor/overhead façade, residences and unoccupied buildings.

Please Note: Given the timelines as set out by the Department, GCC Priority under this Measure will be for Painting Schemes. 

	Eligible Works 
	Up to max. of 

	Priority Eligible Works: Painting 

Painting of street facing facades of buildings/shopfronts in carefully selected colours which will complement the host building and streetscape.
	€1,500

	Green enhancement of entrances/terraces with planting
	€500

	Decluttering and repair of shopfronts. (May include such works as removal of excess signs, flagpoles, wiring etc.)
	€2,000

	Careful illumination and lighting of architectural features of buildings
	€4,000

	Improvements to shopfront window displays and staging.
	

	Replacement of signage with traditional wooden fascia with wooden/hand painted lettering OR contemporary design.
	

	Canopies/awnings complementary to the materials of the shopfront and building (including street furniture)
	

	Replacement of existing shopfront with traditional painted wooden shopfront OR contemporary design.
	

	Maximum grant per building
	€8,000



On completion of works, the Council are to be notified and photographs should be submitted, an inspection may be arranged

4.  What is the rate of grant aid? 

As outlined above, the maximum value of works to any individual premises is €8,000.   Subject to the applicant not exceeding the above limits for each type of eligible works, grant funding may be provided at the following rates: 

A) Where the applicant is seeking funding towards materials + labour: 
· 70% of costs for individual premises (match funding requirement of 30% of costs) 
· 80% of costs for joint applications from 3 or more adjacent premises (match funding requirement of 20%) 

B) Where the applicant is seeking funding towards materials only for Painting Works
· 100% of costs for materials only (applicant undertakes painting works by direct labour) 

5. Application Process and Timeline for Delivery

The application process is detailed and designed to ensure all necessary information is provided to evaluate each proposal accurately and fairly.  Please ensure you complete the Application Form in full and all documentation in support of your application is submitted with the application.  

A) Application Process

You must ensure that all of the following are submitted as part of your completed application: 

1. Application Form 
Please complete the application in full detailing the projected expenditure under each relevant area of eligible work.  Please ensure that the Disclaimer in the Application Form is signed by the owner of the property, or if the applicant is a Tenant, that the owner’s written consent to the works is submitted with the application. 

2. Photographs showing the building’s present condition 
Please attach good quality photos of the full front-facing façade of the property which clearly shows all of the areas of the building where works will be carried out.   

3. Quotations 
All quotations which include costs for labour should be sought from competent painting contractors and should detail all of the works to be carried out including materials, all colours, finishes, etc.    Please include the relevant number of quotations outlined for various types of works;

· If application is for materials only (applies to Painting only) up to a maximum of value of 5000 for painting: 1 quotation 
· If application is for materials + labour up to a value of €5,000: 2 quotations 
· If application is for materials + labour over €5,000: 3 quotations 


B) Assessment Process 

In deciding the allocation of funding to premises across the 6 towns, particularly if the scheme is over-subscribed, Galway County Council will take account of the level of need and a number of factors to ensure the Scheme delivers the greatest impact in terms of visual appearance and streetscape enhancement: 
· Tenants, property owners and businesses are encouraged to work together with Elected Members and local Community Groups to bring forward proposals which will have a significant impact on the appearance and character of the streetscape.  
· In order to provide a significant visual impact, applications on a full street basis or for 3 or more adjacent buildings on one street, will be prioritised over individual applications.  
· In order to maximise the impact of the scheme on each premises, priority will be given to full façade applications, i.e. which cover painting/works to the façade of the ground floor/shopfront and overhead floors.  
· Due to the extremely tight deadlines set down by the Department, only works which will be achievable within the timescale will be approved, and works which require Planning Permission or other statutory consents are beyond the remit of the timescale involved in this Measure will not be considered.  
The Council’s adjudication on the validity of any application for this scheme and any grant sum allocated to any application shall be final. 


C) Approval Process and Timeline for Delivery 

The timeline for delivery of the Streetscape Enhancement Measure is as follows: 
· Closing date for receipt of Application Forms for inclusion in the scheme = 7th September (Midnight by email to tandv@galwaycoco.ie) 
· Completion of Assessment Process and notification to successful applicants = 21st September 
· Completion of works and submission of vouched expenditure to Galway County Council = 5th November 
· Full drawdown of funds by Galway County Council to Department of Rural and Community Development = 16th November 

Following the completion of the assessment process no later than 21st September 2021, each approved project, subject to the completion of legal formalities and other requirements, will receive an offer in principle of grant-aid.  This will be subject to compliance with the relevant conditions and subject to the satisfactory acceptance by the applicant of that offer.   

As outlined above, all works must be completed by the successful applicant and a claim for drawdown of the grant submitted to Galway County Council no later than 5th November 2021.  The Local Authority reserve the right to carry out an audit of expenditure or conduct inspections on progress of work from time to time.  The right is reserved to reassign the funds offered to another approved project if all requirements are not met within a reasonable period.  

An application to drawdown the grant must include: 
· Completed Drawdown Form declaring all works have been completed in line with the approved works in the letter of offer 
· Photographs of the completed project 
· Invoices for materials and/or labour 
· Evidence of full payment of the invoices, i.e. official receipt from contractor/supplier or excerpt from bank statement showing outgoing payment. 

Payment of the grant will be subject to completion of the approved work in accordance with all conditions outlined in these Guidelines and payment will be made by Electronic Fund Transfer to the nominated bank account of the successful applicant. 

6. Requirements of this Measure 

Compliance with Timeline for Delivery: 
Works must be commenced and completed in line with the timelines set out in this Measure Outline.   Galway County Council may decommit funding allocated to works under the Measure where the works are not completed within the time specified.   

Where works are undertaken without the prior written approval of GCC, a grant will not be awarded to the applicant, the grant must be approved in advance.  

Compliance with regulatory requirements, etc: 
All applicants must comply with public procurement requirements in the submission of quotations for works.    Successful applicants will be required to obtain all necessary consents and comply with legislation and codes of practice which apply to such works.   Applicants can check if their premises is on the Record of Protected Structures at this link:  http://www.galway.ie/en/media/CGDP%2020152021%20Appendix%20V%20Record%20of%20Protected%20Structures%20(revised%2027.01.2020).pdf

Contractors: 
Where a contractor is appointed to carry out works, the contract is between the applicant and the painting contractor.  It shall be the responsibility of the successful applicant to ensure that all necessary consents are obtained and all relevant legislation and codes of practice, in particular relating to Health & Safety and Planning Regulations which apply to such work and/or approved schemes, are complied with.  All Contractors appointed to carry out works must be tax compliant.  
The applicant and their contractor will take appropriate and practical measures to ensure the environment in which works are being carried out is safe to avoid risk of injury to themselves, and/or other parties and minimise disruption to street users and   The Council accepts no liability for the actions of the applicant or their appointed contractor which result in damage or injury to persons or property. 
Liability The applicant will be held liable for the extent of works carried out and on behalf of the applicant. No liability shall be accepted in respect of works by Galway County Council. The Council shall not be held responsible for any loss or damage to property, materials or injuries to individuals caused by the personal actions of the applicant or the person(s) undertaking the works on their behalf before, during or after such works have been carried out.
Match Funding: 
The match funding contribution from applicants varies from 0% - 30% dependent on the type of works and is described in full at Section 4 of these Guidelines. 

Publicity: 
Galway County Council will acknowledge the support of the Department of Rural and Community Development and reference “Our Rural Future” in all public announcements, scheme documentation and advertising, as appropriate relating to this Measure, and all further promotion and publicity by the 6 towns should also make reference to the funding support of this programme by the Department of Rural and Community Development and “Our Rural Future”.  In addition, the Department and Galway County Council, reserve the right to use the details of works funded in each town, and the photos submitted at claim drawdown stage, in the broader promotion of this Measure and rural development policies and funding.  

Engagement of External Expertise: 
Up to 10% of the net total allocation to Galway County Council is allowable for engaging external expertise, where appropriate, subject to the full delivery and completion of the scheme within the advised timeframes.  If a participating town wishes to engage External Expertise, e.g. Architect or Landscape Architect, to provide professional advice and expertise in the collation and delivery of local applications, it is advisable to procure a quotation for these services and make contact immediately with Galway County Council to receive approval to integrate these services into the overall budget for this Measure.   (professional design fees included with individual applications are not be an eligible cost under the Measure).   

Closing date for receipt of completed application forms is 
midnight on Tuesday 7th September 2021 to tandv@galwaycoco.ie 

You must carry out the works and submit your drawdown application by Friday 5th November 2021.  
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