Schemes supporting groups/organisations with energy costs 
(Utility Bills & Heating Costs)

1. Community & Voluntary Energy Support Scheme (CVESS) – administered by Pobal for non-profit Groups/Organisations incorporated as a Company Limited by Guarantee, Co-operative, or Registered Charity (this scheme will re-open for applications on 27th January 2023).  

2. Temporary Business Energy Support Scheme (TBESS) – administered by the Revenue Commissioners for businesses, or non-profit Companies/Co-operatives/Charities with trading activities.

3. Sports Energy Support Scheme (SESS) – administered by Sports Ireland for all recognised National Governing Bodies for various sports, and their affiliated clubs.

4. Arts and Culture Energy Scheme – administered by The Arts Council in support of arts organisations that have an existing funding relationship with the Arts Council (arts and culture groups that are not in receipt of Arts Council funding but are registered Companies, Cooperatives or Charities should apply to CVESS for funding towards energy costs). 

5. Section 38 and 39 Health-Funded Organisations – administered by the HSE for non-profit nursing homes and organisations receiving Section 38 or 39 funding.

6. Gaeltacht and Irish Language Bodies – administered by the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport, and Media for language organisations that have an existing funding relationship with that Department, Údarás na Gaeltachta or Foras na Gaeilge.

7. Sports Partnership Small Grant Scheme – will be administered by Galway Sports Partnership for any unaffiliated sports clubs, i.e., not registered with any national sports governing body. 

8. COMMUNITY SUPPORT FUND UNDER THE COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT PROGRAMME – administered by the local authority (on behalf of the LCDC) for Community & Voluntary Groups that are unincorporated, i.e., not registered as a Company Limited by Guarantee, Co-operative, or Charity, and who do not come within the remit of any of the other schemes listed above.   

Note 1: 
If Energy Costs have been paid or claimed under any other Funding Streams, a Group cannot claim for the same costs under the Community Support Fund, for example: 
a) If you received funding under the Community Activities Fund 2021 for energy costs and submitted bills for the period 1 April to 30th June 2022 in your drawdown application, please do not resubmit these under this Fund as this would constitute double funding.  
b) If your Group is claiming energy costs under any other ring-fenced support schemes recently announced, e.g., Men’s Sheds €2,000 grants, please do not claim these under the Community Support Fund as this would constitute double funding.  

Note 2: 
Although community & voluntary organisations registered as a CLG, Cooperative, or Charity cannot apply to the Community Support Fund for energy costs, the Department has clarified that it does not preclude them from applying to the Community Support Fund for support towards other running costs or a capital project.  


