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Reporting Template

For Galway County PPN Community Representatives
	Representative's Name 
	Mark Green, Aodán mac Donncha


	Name of committee from which the Rep is reporting
	Planning, Environment, Agriculture & Emergency Services SPC

	Date of the meeting
	29th May 2023– in person at county building - 12 attendees


	Key issues discussed
	1. Zoning Matrix. Valerie Loughnane, Senior Planner, explained how this works. Applied to all Local Area Plans (LAP’s) and the Metropolitan Area Strategic Plan (MASP). Each Land Use type in each Zoning category is allocated one of 3 classifications – Permitted in Principle (P), Open for Consideration (O) or Not Normally Permitted (N). Matrix follows Dept Env Dev Plan guidance. Classifications generally the same for each LAP but may be tweaked (ultimately agreed by local area councillors). 
2. Site Specific Flood Risk Assessments. Flood risk maps produced by OPW in 2009. No revision since. OPW has put mitigation measures in place but for Planmaking purposes these cannot be taken into account when assessing flood risk for Zoning. Assessment is in 3 stages:-

i. Identify area

ii. Carry out flood risk assessment (OPW maps etc plus ground truthing). Land which may flood in future due to climate change cannot be zoned for building.

iii. Site specific flood risk assessment as part of planning application. Mitigation measures may be proposed. Assess based on vulnerability classes e.g. residential or emergency services high vulnerability. Carry out Justification test.

3. Local Area Plans. Tuam Plan – Executive Report published early May. 62 responses to draft. Landowners looking for dezoning to avoid zoned land tax. Waiting for guidance on whether Phase 2 residential and Strategic Reserve Lands to be taxed. Athenry Plan – on display to 7/7/23. Open day at Raheen Wood Hotel 22/6/23, Webinar 29/6/23. Loughrea & Gort to start Sept/Oct.
4. Dept Circulars – various. Building Energy Performance Directive (car chargers in all new builds). Smart Ring Buoys pilot (Galway in next phase?)
5. AOB – 5000 tons tyres removed from Tuam site. No GCC funding for amnesty. Would have to be National level and Dept funded.
Public Parks Bylaws needed to allow Gardai to clear parks at night.



	Key Decisions Made
	

	Action(s) required from Galway County PPN for next meeting
	

	Date of Next Meeting
	TBC


