
December 2023

Welcome PPN members to our December 2023 Newsletter! 

In This Issue:

PPN News (+ council news + local news)
Focus on: Social Inclusion Pillar
An Cúinne Gaeilge
News from the Departments
Consultations
Funding 
Training
Notice Board / Events
Supports

If you have any news you would like to include in next month's newsletter, please email
dtuite@galwaycoco.ie or mmullen@galwaycoco.ie

*Submissions Deadline: 24th of each month - for following month's issue.
Next issue has a special focus on: Community & Voluntary pillar of the PPN.

PPN News

GALWAY COUNTY PPN NEWS

PPN Winter Plenary 

The PPN Winter Plenary was held on 28th November in the Claregalway Hotel. PPN
members heard updates from the PPN Secretariat and SPC representatives. Members
approved the Workplan and Budget for 2024. Members also had the opportunity to
hear from a variety of organisations. Guest speakers included Galway County
Council's Community Climate Action Officer, Denise Feeney, Tracey Hannon of Clann
Credo and Liz Wonnacott of Galway Volunteer Centre. Full details available on our
website HERE. 

PPN Members Training:
Growing Your Social Enterprise

Tuesday 5/12/2023 @ 7pm
Online Zoom. Register below.

This workshop is particularly relevant for any
early stage social enterprise that wishes to
maximise its social impact.
To that end, key topics covered during the
session include how to articulate social
outcomes and impact, building the social
enterprise team, making plans and projecting
cash flow requirements, managing the social
enterprise brand, developing the board and
funding scalable operations.

Register HERE. 

Climate Action Fund Info Sessions

Read more HERE.

The Climate Action Team at Galway County Council
are running a series of information sessions on the
Climate Action Fund. 
•    Online – 11th December 2023 @ 7pm
(Registration link below)
•    In-person – 13th January 2024 @ 10am-4pm
Claregalway Hotel. 
The PPN will host the online webinar in collaboration
with the Climate Action Team and horticulturist and
Environment Consultant Aoife Munn. 

Helping your Group Generate Projects and
Discover the Best Ideas to Create a More
Sustainable Community!

Topics covered will include: 
•    Powerpoint presentation on the Climate Action
Fund by Denise Feeney
•    Information on rain gardens, their uses, where to
site them 
•    Tree planting and which trees would suit which
site in your community
•    Making use of dead unused spaces in your
community, variety is the key!
•    Discuss local food production and how you can
encourage more food to be grown locally in your
community, 
•    supporting sustainable growers and creating local
seed banks.
•    looking at waste as a community and how you
can reduce what goes to landfill
•    Zero costing ideas that will enhance your
application and lots more
There will also be time for questions after.

You are invited to a Zoom meeting.
When: Dec 11, 2023 07:00 PM

Register in advance for this meeting:
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMode
GrqDgpG9ZANDZ405NBr5eyQQfx5NjH

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email
containing information about joining the meeting.

Upcoming PPN Meetings 

PPN Housing SPC Representatives Network Meeting 

Tuesday December 5th at 7pm, Online.
PPN Housing SPC Reps should have received a meeting invite and zoom link. 

PPN Secretariat Meeting

Next Galway County PPN Secretariat meeting is currently scheduled for:
January 16th @ 10am - All Galway County PPN Secretariat Members should attend.
If PPN members have any queries they should contact their PPN Secretariat Rep. 

Galway Commuter Coalition / Transport Mobility Forum 

Reviving a previous PPN Linkage Group / forming a new group.
Proposed new name: Transport Mobility Forum.
Meeting date (TBC): 11th December 2023. Online. 

PPN Stakeholder Training
The online only self-paced training videos programme for PPN stakeholders has been developed with SJI.
Registrations for the online only training is now open. Social Justice Ireland is providing this training on
behalf of the Department. 

The online only training covers the following:
-             An Introduction to the PPNs (2 Modules)
-             Local Government Budgets
-             PPNs and Local Government
-             Effective Participation in Consultations
-             Effective Facilitation
-             Strategic Planning 
-             Measuring Outcomes and Impacts

This is online only and is intended for self-directed learning at the learner’s own pace. Social Justice Ireland
will provide some support via the webform on each Module page. There are no scheduled classes as part of
this training.

This training is available to the following PPN Stakeholders:
-             PPN Workers
-             PPN Secretariat Members
-             PPN Representatives
-             PPN Member Groups 
-             Local Authority Staff
-             Elected Councillors

To register, please complete the Registration Form at the following link:
Register for Training | Social Justice Ireland

When a group registers it becomes part of the Galway County PPN Structure.
Registration is easy and free of charge!
Registered groups receive regular updates, information on funding opportunities and also
benefit from advertising their own community activities free of charge.

Register now: https://www.galwaycountyppn.ie/registration-form/

PPN NATIONAL NEWS

From Department of Rural and Community Development 
Public Participation Networks latest news - read more HERE.

An updated edition of a resource guide aimed at ensuring that marginalised and disadvantaged
communities have opportunities to participate in local planning and decision-making has been
launched.
'A Guide for Inclusive Community Engagement in Local Planning and Decision Making'
Read more HERE. Digital Version of the Guide is HERE.

PPN Supports Provided by The Wheel
Link to previous PPN Supports & Training available on Department website HERE 

New initiative exploring the use of AI to support community groups
Notification form Sligo Public Participation Network.

As part of our Power to Change initiative with ATU Sligo, we are supporting one student with a new project
which explores how AI can benefit community groups to access support and information, particularly in
relation to climate action. The student wants to hold an information session with community groups around
the country at the initial stage of project development to find out;

What community thoughts on AI are
What are their engagement levels on AI to date
What types of benefits they would like to get from its use
The type of information/support they would like to access 
What to avoid etc 

PROJECT OVERVIEW 
How can we use Artificial Intelligence to empower community groups in addressing the Climate
Crisis. 
Ryan Dempsey, co-creator of the Sligo Environmental Toolkit, is currently working on an exciting new
project exploring how AI can be used to benefit of communities. Ryan would like to host two online
sessions with community groups through the PPN network to get input and feedback on this new project.
The sessions are planned for 6th December 2023 at 12-1pm and at 7-8pm. 
Project overview:
The project aims to create a platform, through a smartphone app,  that can relay relevant information from
environmental toolkits and publications, and be a knowledgeable environmental specialist that can be
communicated with at any time of the day or night.  The smartphone app will enable communities and
individuals to create their own projects that can be either private invitation only, or open to anyone in the
area that would like to get involved. An example might be the planting of native plants in a common area.
An individual or community may create such a project and receive guidance from the virtual specialist on
the types of plants or trees appropriate, and will be offered automated assistance in getting the relevant
funding and/or permissions involved in carrying out the project.  An additional aspect of the project hopes
to provide recognition for the work being carried out by communities through a showcase section of the app
and, potentially, a hub in a high traffic area of the community for promoting the communities'
projects. What is involved at the online sessions?
The focus sessions on the 6th of December aim to get feedback from community representatives on the
project itself and the functionality of the app-prototype, and also provide a platform for suggestions and
voicing of any concerns.
There is no need to register for the event. The meeting links are:

12.00-1.00pm Wednesday 6th December - Teams Link HERE

7.00-8.00pm Wednesday 6th December - Teams Link HERE. 

GALWAY COUNTY COUNCIL NEWS

Any household waste electrical items, batteries or energy saving light bulbs accepted, large or
small! From Fridges to Phones, Laptops to Electric Lawnmowers, Toys to Power Tools, and
everything in-between, WEEE recycle anything with a plug or battery!  
For further information contact WEEE Ireland https://www.weeeireland.ie/contact/
or 012999320.
Electrical, battery and lighting waste can also be recycled throughout the year at civic amenity
sites in Tuam, Clifden and Ballinasloe with full details at

https://www.galway.ie/en/services/environment/wasteandlitter/civicamenitysites/

SAVOUR CHRISTMAS, DON’T WASTE IT!
Christmas is to be enjoyed – a time to meet loved ones, share a great dinner together… and enjoy the best
leftovers of the year. 
However, we know it’s also a time when a lot of food goes to waste. With that in mind, here are some ideas
that might help you to savour your Christmas leftovers this year. By following some of these ideas, it won’t
take from Christmas, but it might make it a little bit better!

•    Make space in your freezer and cupboards in late Nov / early Dec.
•    Plan your Christmas menu. Make a list and stick to it.
•    If there is something on your Christmas menu that is always left over – don’t serve it this year.
•    Use serving bowls. Leftovers can then be reused.
•    Research luscious leftover recipes to use over the holiday season.
•    Drink tap rather than bottled water – it’s cheaper & creates less waste.
•    Make use of your freezer for leftover sauces, gravies, bread & veg.
•    Don’t overstock on basics. Supermarkets and local shops reopen quickly after Christmas.

Expression of Interest 

Galway County Council is seeking expressions of
interest from landowners with lands which may be
suitable for development as Burial Grounds at:
•    Indreabhán
•    Leitir Mealláin
•    i Leitir Móir

For further information on suitability criteria and
Expression of Interest Form, please visit: 
http://www.galway.ie/en/services/environment/appli
cationforms/
or contact office below for documents;

Environment Section,
Aras an Chontae
Prospect Hill
Galway City
H91 H6KX

Telephone 091-509510
Email: environment@galwaycoco.ie

Closing date for receipt of returns is 29th December
2023

Eileen Ruane
Director of Services
Environment and Climate Change, Human
Resources, ICT & Digitisation
Galway County Council

Léiriú Spéise
Tá Comhairle Chontae na Gaillimhe ag lorg léirithe
spéise ó úinéirí talún a bhfuil tailte acu a
d'fhéadfadh a bheith feiliúnach le fhorbairt mar
Reiligí:
•    in Indreabhán
•    i Leitir Mealláin
•    i Leitir Móir

Chun tuilleadh eolais a fháil ar chritéir oiriúnach
agus ar an Foirm Léiriú Spéise,
téigh chuig: 
http://www.galway.ie/en/services/environment/appli
cationforms/
le do thoil, nó déan teagmháil leis an oifig thíos
chun cáipéisí a fháil;

An Rannóg Timpeallachta,
Áras an Chontae
Cnoc na Radharc
Cathair na Gaillimhe
H91 H6KX

Fón 091-509510
Seoladh r-phoist: environment@galwaycoco.ie
29 Nollaig 2023, an dáta deiridh a nglacfar le
freagraí.
Eileen Ruane
Stiúrthóir Seirbhísí
Comhshaol agus Athrú Aeráide, Acmhainní Daonna,
TFC & Digitiú
Comhairle Chontae na Gaillimhe

POLISH

Odbiorcy odpadów nie zawsze postępują
właściwie. 
Upewnij się, że Ty tak.
Zawsze proś o okazanie zezwolenia na odbiór 
odpadów. 

Uważaj na fałszywych odbiorców odpadów!
Pamiętaj, że ponosisz odpowiedzialność karną,
jeśli Twoje odpady zostaną gdzieś nielegalnie
wyrzucone. 
Szanuj swoje miasto i hrabstwo. 

Wiadomość od Rady Hrabstwa Galway

PORTUGUESE

Os responsáveis pela recolha de resíduos nem
sempre cumprem as suas obrigações.
Certifique-se de que você cumpre.

Peça sempre para ver uma licença de recolha
de resíduos. 
Tenha cuidado com os falsos responsáveis
pela recolha de resíduos!
Não se esqueça que pode ser processado(a)
se os seus resíduos forem encontrados
depositados ilegalmente. 
Respeite a sua cidade e o seu condado. 

Uma mensagem do Conselho do Condado de
Galway

LOCAL FOOD AND CRAFT
GIFT FAIR 2023

This popular event showcases
Galway designers, handcrafted
goods and artisan produce, with
over 50 stands featuring the best
in locally produced gifts!

The 2023 event takes place from
Friday 1st December to Sunday
3rd December at the Blackbox
Theatre, Dyke Road, Galway.

About the #GalwayFair
Since 2012, the LOCAL Craft
and Food Gift Fair has grown in
popularity and reputation –
featuring some of the best local
crafts people and artisan food
producers.
More than 50 local crafts people
specialising in artisan food,
drinks, art, jewellery and more
will converge on the Black Box
theatre Galway City for this
year's event.
This two day fair is great
opportunity to find unique gifts
before Christmas, along with a
wide range of artisan jams,
jellies, chutneys, cakes,
cheeses, vegan foods, juices,
and craft brews.
Beautiful creations of local craft
experts will be on show ranging
from handmade ceramics,
leather work, wooden carvings,
household decorations, gifts,
jewellery and more

Galway County Council Upcoming Meetings:
Galway County Council Budget Meeting - Monday 4th December 2023 at 11:00 a.m. 

December Ordinary Meeting of Plenary Council - Monday, 18th December 2023 at 11a.m.

LOCAL COMMUNITY NEWS

Volunteer Galway Events
Volunteer Galway events - Read more below:
https://volunteergalway.ie/volunteer-galway-events/

A landmark 20th anniversary edition of the
Journal of the Old Tuam Society (JOTS20) is
on the way!
Our launch event is taking place at a new time
and venue; 2.30 pm December 2nd at Tuam
Library. Light refreshments will be served.
Thanks again to all our contributors who have
kept the show on the road for 20 years and still
going strong.

JOTS will be available for at our usual stockists
in Tuam: Maxol Garage on Vicar Street,
SuperValu, Sharkeys Spar Express; and
Quinn's Confectionery on Bishop Street and
Ray O'Brien's Newsagents on William Street
Galway. For those not local or to send JOTS as
a gift overseas, you can order a copy (plus
P&P) from journalots@gmail.com. JOTS will
still cost just €15.

Link to report below:
https://www.clanncredo.ie

Focus on: Social Inclusion Pillar

The aim of Social Inclusion Week is to increase awareness and understanding of inclusion and
diversity in County Galway.    

The theme this year is ‘Fáilte Isteach’ / ‘Welcome In’ and is about highlighting the positive work
the community and voluntary sector do on a day-to-day basis to promote equality, diversity, and
social inclusion in our communities.      

Please find attached a flavour of events happening throughout the County over the coming week
or so – please join in and let us know if you are hosting a local activity which promotes equality,
diversity, and social inclusion.

Remaining events for the week below:

Galway Refugee Resettlement Food Demonstration
Photos from the recent cookery demonstration
held in Clarin College, Athrenry on World Food
Day, 16th October 2023. 
2 Programme Refugee families from Syria and
Afghanistan prepared food for the Home
Economic students at the College, to share
some of their recipes. 
Jess Muphy of Kai Restaurant, who supports
the work of UNHCR in countries which hosts
many refugees like Jordan and Lebanon, was
there to share some of her experience of
Middle Eastern cooking.

An Cúinne Gaeilge

 News from the Departments 

Department of Rural and Community Development
https://www.gov.ie/en/organisation/department-of-rural-and-community-development/

A Guide for Inclusive Community Engagement in Local Planning and Decision Making

An updated edition of a resource guide aimed at ensuring that marginalised and disadvantaged
communities have opportunities to participate in local planning and decision-making has been launched.
Read more HERE.

Budget 2024: €431 million for Rural and Community Development

Read more HERE.

Minister Humphreys announces new €1 Million Fund to support Men’s Sheds

Minister for Rural and Community Development, Heather Humphreys TD has today (Monday, 20th
November 2023) announced a new €1 million Fund to support Men’s Sheds across the country.
Under the initiative, grants of up to €3,000 will be provided to 435 Men’s Sheds across the country.
The funding is designed to assist Men’s Sheds with their running costs such as their heating, electricity
utility and insurance bills.
The Minister made the announcement at ‘Shedfest’, the National Conference of the Irish Men’s Sheds
Association (IMSA), in Virginia, County Cavan.

Read more HERE.

Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth
https://www.gov.ie/en/organisation/department-of-children-equality-disability-integration-and-youth/

Government launches ‘Young Ireland: National Policy Framework for Children and
Young People 2023-2028’ at 2023 Child Summit

Young Ireland: The National Policy framework for Children and Young People 2023-2028 launched today
can be found here: 
Young Ireland: the National Policy Framework for Children and Young People (0-24) 2023-2028

New right to domestic violence leave comes into force

Minister Roderic O’Gorman has today (27 November) announced the commencement of domestic violence
leave.
Under the Work Life Balance and Miscellaneous Provisions Act 2023, anyone experiencing or at risk of
domestic violence will be entitled to take five days leave in order to access supports. They will also be
entitled to full pay during the period of leave.
Read more HERE.

Department of The Environment, Climate and Community
https://www.gov.ie/en/organisation/department-of-the-environment-climate-and-communications/

Energy Poverty Stakeholder Forum Report
The Energy Poverty Stakeholder Forum report is available below, and sets out the recommendations and
outcomes of the Forum.
Read more HERE.

NATONAL / GOVERNMENT NEWS
Increase your impact: Become a Partner of the European Climate Pact

To whom it may concern,

We are pleased to announce that the call for the European Climate Pact Partners is now open.

If your organisation is eager to address the climate crisis and contribute to a sustainable future, it could be
an ideal candidate to become a European Climate Pact Partner.   

The European Climate Pact promotes collaboration among people and organisations, establishing a
platform to exchange innovative ideas, resources, and best practices in the joint effort to tackle climate
change.  

By becoming a Partner of the Climate Pact, your organisation can gain recognition for its climate action,
showcase its achievements, engage with the Climate Pact community by participating in networking and
peer-to-peer learning events, and access resources on the Climate Pact Knowledge Hub. It is a chance to
lead by example and inspire others to act. 

How to apply

Applications are open until 5 January 2024. If you are interested, find out more about the criteria and
submit your application here.

For any questions, contact partnerships@euclimatepact.eu.

We are looking forward to counting you among our Partners. 

 Consultations 

LOCAL CONSULTATIONS

Galway County Council Draft Local Authority Climate Action Plan

Open 10 Nov, 2023, 10:00am - 11 Dec, 2023, 4:00pm.
Read more HERE.

Draft Loughrea Local Area Plan 2024-2030

Open 24 Nov, 2023, 9:00am - 15 Jan, 2024, 4:00pm.
Read more HERE.

LA11/23 Athenry Town Public Realm Enhancement Project Phase 1

Open 17 Nov, 2023, 9:00am - 12 Jan, 2024, 4:00pm.
Read more HERE.

NATIONAL CONSULTATIONS

National Disability Strategy - online thematic focus groups

Are you interested in sharing your experience and suggesting what a National Disability Strategy could
include to improve the lives of disabled people? If so, we invite you to join our online thematic focus
groups to discuss various issues related to disability.
The Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (DCEDIY) are developing a new
National Disability Strategy. They have asked the National Disability Authority (NDA) to conduct some
elements of the consultation on their behalf. The overall focus of the consultation is to inform a set of
strategic actions that will address common barriers to inclusion and participation for people with disabilities
across key areas of society. The focus groups below are part of a wider consultation process and there will
be more information on gov.ie/UNCRPD in the coming weeks.
Please check gov.ie/UNCRPD to see how else you can have your say on this Strategy.  Dates and times
of online focus groups If you are interested in attending, please register at the relevant link or links below:
Tues 28th Nov 10.30am to 12pm Transport
Wed 29th Nov 5pm-6.30pm Cost of Disability
Thurs 30th Nov 2pm-3.30pm Employment & Training
Sat 2nd Dec 11-12.30pm Housing & Independent Living (register HERE)
Tues Dec 5th 7pm-8.30pm Disability Health & Social Care Services and Supports (register HERE)
Wed Dec 6th 2pm-3.30pm Education (register HERE)
Mon Dec 11th 10.30am to 12pm Women & Disability Please forward this invitation to anyone in your
network who might be interested in attending this consultation. (register HERE)
Regards, National Disability Authority.
More information: https://nda.ie/events/input-into-the-new-national-disability-strategy

Public consultation on proposed amendments to the Access to Information on the
Environment (AIE) Regulations 2007-2018

The closing date for submissions is 5.30pm Monday 18 December 2023
Read more HERE.

Green Paper on Disability Reform: A Public Consultation to Reform Disability Payments
in Ireland

From Department of Social Protection 
Published on 20 September 2023
Submissions closed 15 December 2023
https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/3b001-green-paper-on-disability-reform-a-public-
consultation-to-reform-disability-payments-in-ireland/

Funding

The LAWPRO Community Water Development Fund 2024 is now
open for applications

The closing date for receipt of applications is 12 noon on Wednesday 6th Dec 2023.

If you experience any technical difficulties on the website, please email funding@lawaters.ie

Read more HERE.

Funding Workshop for Musicians 50+

This summer First Music Contact worked in collaboration with Age & Opportunity to survey professional
musicians aged 50 & over, working in Ireland, to assess their needs and to hear about their experiences as
they move forward in their careers.

One of the main areas of professional development that emerged from this survey was the need for more
information on the funding and supports available for arts practices. In response, Age & Opportunity and
First Music Contact are delighted to announce an online workshop on the topic of funding and bursaries
with speakers from Kilkenny Arts Office, The Arts Council and Culture Ireland taking place online this
December.

The online workshop will take place on Wednesday 13th December at 3pm. 

Join us to learn more about different funding streams and opportunities available, and have any
questions you have about when and how to apply answered.

Head to the link below to register for free now! 

https://fundingworkshopoldermusicians.eventbrite.ie 

Please note that while this workshop is of course open to everyone regardless of age, the content
will be tailored somewhat to the experiences of those in the 50+ age bracket.

First Music Contact (FMC) is the leading organisation for resourcing musicians and the independent music
sector in Ireland. FMC delivers projects at key stages of an artist’s development, helping them develop
real careers.

Age & Opportunity is the national organisation that provides a range of opportunities for older people who
want to get more involved in arts and culture, sport and physical activity, civic engagement and personal
development. Their arts programme aims to create greater access to, and representation in, the arts for
older people by supporting artists, arts participants and organisations.

Hybrid Social Finance Loan 2023 – 2024 Opens for Applications
Are you a Social Enterprise that is looking to increase your financial sustainability and develop
a credit record? Rethink Ireland will award up to 20 social enterprises through the Hybrid Social
Finance Loan. 

 Questions can be directed to hybridsocialfinance@rethinkireland.ie 

deadline for applications is 8 December 2023 at 1 pm via the Rethink Ireland website.

Read more HERE.

EIL Explore funds overseas intercultural learning adventures which
challenge participants to become global citizens

EIL Explore is a programme that supports participants with an interest in global issues to travel
abroad for the purpose of volunteering, cultural immersion, or language education through a
variety of awards. 

Read more HERE.

Global Citizenship Education Grant funding
Irish Aid issues a call for global citizenship education project proposals annually. The Global
Citizenship Education Grant Scheme is open to Irish-based organisations only.

Grants are allocated in the range of €10,000 to €180,000 annually. In 2024, applications can be
submitted for projects with a duration of one, two or three years.

The 2024 Global Citizenship Education Grant call for proposals is now open.

Read more HERE.

Housing Adaptation Grant
The Housing Adaptation Grant for People with
a Disability is a grant for people with a
physical, sensory, mental health or intellectual
disability.
It provides funding so you can improve how
you enter and move around your home.

Read More HERE.

Galway County Council Grants

Housing Aid for Older People
Read more HERE.

 

Housing Adaptation Grant
Read more HERE.

Training

PPN Members Training:
Growing Your Social Enterprise

Tuesday 5/12/2023 @ 7pm
Online Zoom. Register below.

This workshop is particularly relevant for any
early stage social enterprise that wishes to
maximise its social impact.
To that end, key topics covered during the
session include how to articulate social
outcomes and impact, building the social
enterprise team, making plans and projecting
cash flow requirements, managing the social
enterprise brand, developing the board and
funding scalable operations.

Register HERE. 

PPN Stakeholder Training
The online only self-paced training videos programme for PPN stakeholders has been developed with SJI.
Registrations for the online only training is now open. Social Justice Ireland is providing this training on
behalf of the Department. 

The online only training covers the following:
-             An Introduction to the PPNs (2 Modules)
-             Local Government Budgets
-             PPNs and Local Government
-             Effective Participation in Consultations
-             Effective Facilitation
-             Strategic Planning 
-             Measuring Outcomes and Impacts

This is online only and is intended for self-directed learning at the learner’s own pace. Social Justice Ireland
will provide some support via the webform on each Module page. There are no scheduled classes as part of
this training.

This training is available to the following PPN Stakeholders:
-             PPN Workers
-             PPN Secretariat Members
-             PPN Representatives
-             PPN Member Groups 
-             Local Authority Staff
-             Elected Councillors

To register, please complete the Registration Form at the following link:
Register for Training | Social Justice Ireland

The Wheel - Training for PPN Members / The Wheel Members
Galway County PPN are signed up to The Wheel. PPN Members can access some free
trainings provided by The Wheel.
Community Groups can sign up with The Wheel to access their free training/services.
Information on Trainings available at https://www.wheel.ie/training

PPN Supports Provided by The Wheel
Link to previous PPN Supports & Training available on Department website HERE 

Would you like to develop your organisation’s capacity to engage in research projects? Join our
online workshop "Building a Research Plan" on Wednesday, 6 December at 10am and learn how to
create a research plan for your organisation! 

Delivered in collaboration with University of Limerick, this workshop is dedicated to exploring your
organisation’s research needs and goals. You’ll not only learn how to strategically engage in research, but
also have the chance to reflect on the skills and competencies your organisation would bring to a research
project. 

This online event is a preparatory workshop for an in-person matchmaking event on 24 January 2024 at
University of Limerick, where civil society groups will have the opportunity to meet academics to exchange
and network for potential future partnerships in research projects. We would encourage anyone coming to our
in-person event to attend this workshop. However, this event is open to anyone. If you can’t come to our in-
person event, feel free to come along to this online workshop anyway! 

Topics covered will include: 

 - An introduction to the topic of “engaged research” 
 - A step-by-step guide of how to best prepare your organisation for research partnerships 
 - How to create a research plan for your organisation covering your research needs and goals     as well as
your research-relevant competencies and skills 
 - Tips for initiating collaborations with research partners. 

The event is free but registration is limited, so book now to avoid disappointment.  

We look forward to welcoming you online on 6 December!  

Many of the challenges individuals
or organisations face around
insurance stems from an
uncertainty about what to do, or
what to ask etc. 

Our first talk:
“How to Manage A Claim
Against Your Organisation” will
take place on Tuesday, 12th
December at 10am via Zoom for
45 minutes to 1 hour and is being
delivered by Thelma McMahon.
Thelma is a solicitor and very
experienced in managing and
defending claims made against her
employer. Her talk - which is being
given in a personal capacity - will
be a common sense, practical
take on the things you can do that
will make a difference before,
during and after an incident or
claim occurs. 

It is hoped that subsequent talks
take place monthly in the spring
next year and will address:
•    Negotiating my premium and
understanding my policy
•    Understanding the legal
process
•    Risk management, and
•    Reporting suspected insurance
fraud. 

Contact email is on the poster
and people will need to register
if they wish to attend. 

Are you working as a community worker, manager of
a community work organisation or undertaking
community work duties in an associated role in an
organisation with a community development
mandate?
Do you have a degree but not a professional
community work qualification?
Are you interested in pursuing a postgraduate
professionally endorsed community work
qualification.
If so the AIEB bursary fund supported by the
Department of Rural and Community Development
may be of interest to you. Read more HERE.

FREE Digital Literacy Courses with NCBI
Dereck Carolan, technology Trainer for NCBI, can help and support communities, specifically
people with low sight or no sight and their families. 

Website: https://www.ncbi.ie/supporting-you/technology/ncbi-labs/

Services Offered
•    Group training courses, projects, and talks that will enable the low-vision and no-vision
community to access their local area.
•    Technology assessments and demonstrations.
•    Technology clubs and webinars. 

"Are you ready to embark on a journey towards digital empowerment? NCBI Labs is thrilled to
announce our FREE Digital Literacy Courses, designed to equip people with essential digital
skills! Course topics include computers and the internet, using a smartphone, connecting with
others, entertainment and shopping, hobbies and travel, and online banking."

To discuss further how we can work together moving forward. Please feel free to contact:
dereck.carolan@ncbi.ie  or  086 608 6771.

Information on Springboard Courses
www.springboardcourses.ie  providing 11,000 free or heavily subsidised college courses for
unemployed, self-employed or returners to work.
Courses are free for the unemployed, previously self-employed and returners to the workforce.  
For others, 90 per cent of the course fee is funded by the Government, with participants required to
contribute just 10 per cent of the fee. Helpline – 1800 303 523 
The Springboard+ system will open for course applications on Wednesday 7th June. 
Experienced guidance counsellors will be available to advise potential Springboard+ and HCI Pillar 1
participants on their options on the freephone Springboard+ helpline.
Candidates who wish to participate in Springboard+ 2023 or HCI Pillar 1 courses will find full details on the
approved courses on www.springboardcourses.ie. Applications are now open.  

Notice Board / Events

Biddy Early - A Folk Opera
Composed for Kinvara Community Orchestra by Stephen Johnston, with additional lyrics by Helen Lane,
 ‘Biddy Early’ will have its premiere at Kinvara Community Centre,
on December 2nd and 3rd 2023, under the baton of Garry O’Briain. 

The folk opera, performed by 9 singers and over 40 musicians, explores the extraordinary life of herbalist
and clairvoyant Biddy Early, of Co. Clare. With an orchestration that is unashamedly romantic, the style is
rooted in Irish traditional music, ballads and airs.
Kinvara Community Orchestra (KCO) was founded in 2020 by Fiona Buckley as a community initiative.  The
Orchestra operates under the patronage of Tigh Sayre, Kinvara and Gort Resource Centre.  KCO is very
grateful to Creative Ireland and Galway County Arts Office for their financial support for this production. 

Leenane
Development
Association

Dinner Dance

The Facebook link to
the dinner dance:
Leenane Christmas
Dinner Dance 2023 |
Facebook
 

webpage where the
tickets are on sale:
https://www.leenaneco
mmunitypark.com/eve
nts.html

Ag Soilsiú an Spidéil (Lighting up Spiddal) was formed in 2021 to bring some light and life back into
our village for Christmas. We received generous donations from local businesses, Udarás na Gaeltachta,
TG4  and from people far and wide, with connections to the area, on Idonate.The first lights were bought
and, thanks to all the volunteers who spent weekends erecting metal trees and hanging LED string light,
the village was transformed. In 2022 we received a grant from the county council, which helped us greatly
to continue on our journey. 
We are already receiving donations on Idonate.ie/fundraiser/lightupspiddal23 to help us with this year's
project. We have invested in festoon lighting for Spiddal prom which will be a further enhancement of our
yearly plan to light up Spiddal for Christmas.
On Sunday the 3rd December, at 6pm outside Séipéal Cill Éinde the lights will be turned on. We hope
people will turn out to greet Santa when he arrives to light up our village.

NOLLAIG LE CHÉILE 2023
Clonbur Cloghbrack community council as part of
Nollaig le Chéile will host a variety of events in the
locality.

Friday 1st of December join us in the village to light
our Christmas tree. Carol singing and meet and greet
the neighbours.
Saturday 2nd of December concert in All-Saints
heritage centre with Con Murphy.
Saturday 9th of December 12 noon to 4pm Clonbur
community centre. Clonbur Cloghbrack community
council will be hosting our annual Christmas market
and Santa visit on Saturday the 9th of December.
The market promises to host a wide variety of
homemade crafts & foods as well as unique gifts for
all the family. Our Santa experience will involve lots
of children’s activities before seeing Santa to include
face painting, gingerbread decorating, arts and crafts
and much more. Seeing Santa of course tops off a
wonderful day.
Saturday 9th of December also sees Joyce Country
Truck run entering the village at approximately 7pm
having left peacocks hotel Maam Cross at 5pm
Sunday 31st of December we will host the annual
Christmas Charity Walk/Run 5k or 8k. Registration at
All Saints Heritage Centre at 12 noon. Refreshments
served afterwards. This year in aid of water safety
Cornamona.

Aughrim Village Community
Committee would like to invite
all on Friday evening, 8th
December to the blessing of
their village crib and turning on
of their Christmas village lights.

It may be a bit chilly so wrap
up and put on those winter
woolies and come down to
Aughrim village to get the
Christmas started. 

Supports

We are there to help and support
bereaved parents navigate the festive
season.

Our Galway Face to Face meeting will be
taking place on Wednesday 6th
December at 7.15 in the Clayton Hotel,
Briar Hill

Our online meeting for Anam Cara
Galway and Mayo will take place Monday
11th December at 7pm. 

If you know any bereaved parents who
would like to join either of these meetings
please get them to contact us on

085 288 8888 or info@anamcara.ie. 

As always Anam Cara offer their services
free of charge for as long as needed.

Read more about Positive Ageing and supports for older people - Click the links below:

https://www.copegalway.ie/senior-support-service/positive-ageing-week/

https://www.galway.ie/en/services/communityenterpriseeconomicdevelopment/inclusion/agefriendl
y/

Age Friendly Newsletter
All Age Friendly Ireland newsletters are available on their website - click link below:

www.agefriendlyireland.ie

Alone Partnership Newsletter
ALONE is a national organisation that enables older people to age at home.

To read the latest newsletter from Alone, just click the link below and click in the top corner of
the Newsletter to change the page... to read click HERE.

Link to Alone website here: https://alone.ie/

Happy Holidays from the PPN Team!

Follow us on Social Media for the latest updates - click the round buttons below !

• Website: www.galwaycountyppn.ie
• Social Media Tag: #Galwaycountyppn

• Facebook: GalwayCountyPPN  | Twitter: GalwayCoPPN
• Phone: 087 360 3379

• Email:administrator@galwaycountyppn.ie

Mobile: 087 360 3379 | 087 233 0720
Email: mmullen@galwaycoco.ie | dtuite@galwaycoco.ie 

Newsletter Submissions Deadline: 23rd of each month - for following month's issue.
Next issue has a special focus on: Community & Voluntary Pillar of the PPN
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