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Words matter A Wellbeing Economy is an economy
designed to serve people and planet.

Everyone has
enough to live in

comfort, safety and
happiness.

Dignity
We all have a shared
sense of belonging &

our institutions 
serve the 

common good.

Purpose
Justice in all its

dimensions at the
heart of economic

systems.

Fairness
Citizens are actively

engaged in their
communities and

economic 
decisions.

Participation
Humans are one with

nature and we give
back as much 

as we take from 
the earth.

Nature

In a Wellbeing Economy, the rules, norms and incentives are set up to
deliver quality of life and flourishing for all people, in harmony with
our environment, by default.
https://weall.org/what-is-wellbeing-economy

https://weall.org/what-is-wellbeing-economy
https://weall.org/what-is-wellbeing-economy


3 stories of our time 

Joanna Macy, The Work that Reconnects

Business as Usual The Great Unraveling The Great Turning

https://workthatreconnects.org/three-stories-of-our-times/


“OUR ECONOMY WORKS
INSIDE OF OUR SOCIETY”

Paschal Donohoe, 
Former Irish Minister for Finance 

Rethinking Growth Conference TCD 2024

https://rethinking-growth.ie/


Feasta – The Foundation for the Economics of Sustainability - Membership led

https://www.feasta.org/donate-or-join-feasta/
https://www.feasta.org/
https://www.feasta.org/
https://www.feasta.org/donate-or-join-feasta/


Our Mission
Feasta, the Foundation for the
Economics of Sustainability, envisions a
safe and just space for humanity within
a resilient, healthy global ecosystem. 
Feasta articulates and promotes the
changes needed to make the necessary
transition.

Some of Our Projects

Our theory of Change





Raworth and Fanning 2025

“HUMANITY IS LIVING
FAR OUT OF BALANCE”

Kate Raworth
A renegade economist, creator of the Doughnut of
social and planetary boundaries, and co-founder of

Doughnut Economics Action Lab

https://doughnuteconomics.org/


Consultancy Ltd
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What do we actually need?

Source: Wellbeing Economy Alliance

https://weall.org/


Source: Earth4All (Club of Rome)

Who wants a wellbeing economy? Global survey, 2024
“The way my country’s economy works should prioritise the health and wellbeing of people
and nature rather than focussing solely on profit and increasing wealth in my country”



Identifying ‘What Matters’ for
Community Wellbeing for
Public Participation Networks

“An EPA research fellow worked
alongside four PPNs, the Irish
Environmental Network and Social
Justice Ireland to co-design a toolkit
for identifying “bottom-up” community
wellbeing indicators.”  (EPA, 2021)



Dimensions of the Irish Wellbeing Framework

Gov.ie Wellbeing Framework

https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-the-taoiseach/campaigns/a-well-being-framework-for-ireland/


“Overall, we continue to make progress, both
against where we were 5 years ago, and in
comparison with international peers. In
particular, dimensions that perform well in
terms of trend over time include Income and
Wealth (driven by the change in net
Government worth), Connections,
Community and Participation (driven by
changing trends in the number of people
feeling lonely), and Time Use (driven by
trends in longer working hours).”

Department of the Taoiseach, June 2025
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-the-taoiseach/campaigns/a-well-being-framework-for-ireland/

https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-the-taoiseach/campaigns/a-well-being-framework-for-ireland/




‘Sustainability’
(Economic, Social, Environmental)

15 of the 35 indicators in the CSO’s Well-
being Information Hub were ‘tagged’ for
sustainability by the Department of Finance.
They are broadly categorised into social,
environmental and economic sustainability.

I’d have some big questions about the
economic ones. 



4 environmental
indicators in Wellbeing
Framework.

Gaps:
Biodiversity 
Circular Economy
 ?



Flaws:

Assumes that more
income and financial
wealth is always better

‘Net government worth’
uses a one-sided,
mercentalist lens and
needs rethinking





Mind the Gap - by Sinéad O’Sullivan

https://www.butthistime.com/p/mind-the-gap


a  c o m p o u n d i n g  s e r i e s  o f  c r i s e s  i n cl u d i n g

i n c r e a s e s  i n  t h e  c o s t  o f  l i v i n g

a g i n g  s o c i e t y

cl i m a t e  c h a n g e

e c o n o m i c  i n s t a b i l i t y

b i o d i ve r s i t y  l o s s

g r ow i n g  p o l a r i s a t i o n

d i s t r u s t  i n  i n s t i t u t i o n s

d i g i t a l  d i v i d e ,  i m p a c t  o f  AI
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Ireland is committed to achieving climate neutrality
no later than 2050 with a 51% reduction in GHG
emissions by 2030. 
    

More than 5000 Children homeless.
Housing & Cost of Living Crisis.

we need a transformation
2024

20502030

Roisin Markhamwiki.irishdenetwork.org

c u l t u r a l  -  m o r a l  -  s o c i a l

b u s i n e s s  m o d e l  i n n o v a t i o n  -  o r g a n i s a t i o n  r e d e s i g n



The Great Turning...
WALES Future generations Act

   

Energy Community Tipperary
Bohemians Football Club, The Spark 
Talamh Beo - Feeding ourselves
Limericks Food Policy
Trí Síolta Community Land Trust 
Cuan Beo
Carrickfergus Green Grocers Coop 
CloughJordan CSA
Agivey River Communities (ARC) Project
Carlow Enviromental Network 

TASC Peoples transition
Bioregional SE Ireland
Creative Ireland Climate Projects
Community Gardens

E x a m p l e s  o f  t h e  G r e a t  Tu r n i n g  o n  r o i s i n m a r k h a m . c o m

https://roisinmarkham.com/the%20great%20turning/


Gov.Wales Well-being Future Generations Act essentials-html

https://www.gov.wales/well-being-future-generations-act-essentials-html




 Wa l e s  Wel l b e i n g  Na t i o n a l  i n d i c a t o r s



Y Bannau: The Future takes a much broader definition of natural beauty ; one which encompasses
a wide range of elements such as the presence of wildlife, cultural and heritage dimensions and
perceptual elements not easily put into words. We also identify that our landscape is not ‘natural’
in the correct sense of the word. This place has been shaped and nurtured by people over
millennia resulting in a landscape that owes its appearance to multiple human influences over
millennia, including forest clearances, land enclosure, agriculture, drainage, forestry, religious
practices, settlements, and water abstraction.
 Our special qualities have been defined to give voice to the many elements of our Natural
Beauty. We define these here to ensure that everyone understands what makes the Park so very
special and worthy of national protection.

https://doughnuteconomics.org/stories/creating-a-park-doughnut 

https://doughnuteconomics.org/stories/creating-a-park-doughnut
https://doughnuteconomics.org/stories/creating-a-park-doughnut


Community Wealth Building

A practical approach to economic
development that aims to keep wealth,
ownership and decision-making rooted
locally rather than extracted by distant
interests. It asks how the wealth created in
a place can better serve the people who
live there.
   

In practice, that can mean stronger local
supply chains, more democratic
ownership, better use of public spending,
decent work, and more community
control over the essentials of everyday life. 

INTERNATIONAL:
 Mondragón, Spain 
Preston, UK 
Cleveland, USA

Drumlin Wind Energy Co-op, Northern
Ireland

IRELAND:
Cloughjordan Eco Village
The Spark, Bohemians Football Club
Aran Islands Energy Co-op

Dubllin City Council Community Wealth
building  Policy since 2021 integrated
into LEACP 2024-2029.



Public Sector Case Study: DCC LECAP 2024
Public Engagement 



https://bohemians.coop/our-mission/

Mission
To build a democratic,
community-owned
economy that tackles
climate change and
inequality together.

Creating decent, union-
friendly jobs, lowering
household costs, and
keeping wealth
circulating locally
through cooperative
enterprises and fair
public procurement.

20352035

https://bohemians.coop/our-mission/


Intergenerational
fairness and the
Wellbeing Economy



Everyone has
enough to live in

comfort, safety and
happiness.

Dignity
We all have a shared
sense of belonging &

our institutions 
serve the 

common good.

Purpose
Justice in all its

dimensions at the
heart of economic

systems.

Fairness
Citizens are actively

engaged in their
communities and

economic 
decisions.

Participation
Humans are one with

nature and we give
back as much 

as we take from 
the earth.

Nature

PPN REPRESENTATIVES AS CHANGE CHAMPIONS

Seeding new ideas & challenges business as usual

PPN sees the system - demands accountablity,
submissions, reviews, our voice on SPCS

Stengthens democracy increasing the networks of
networks effect for envirometal and social justice



Roisin Markham

Róisín Markham is a strategic designer and transformation leader working toward a regenerative, wellbeing economy in Ireland. 
Her work brings together social and climate justice, economic literacy, practical tools and a hopeful, imaginative approach to change.

Founder of the Irish Doughnut Economics Network, a member of FEASTA, and part of the core team at the WEAll Ireland Hub, connecting
communities, public bodies, and businesses to reimagine how we can thrive within planetary boundaries. 

She sits on the Wexford County Council Economic Stratgic Policy Commitee as a PPN, Public Participation network Enviromental Representative.

https://roisinmarkham.com/
https://www.feasta.org/
https://weall.org/hub/ireland
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